and devotion to the service of the Lord God as he has
commanded. They even call the hypoeritical clergy,
who form a part of the Devil’s organization, ‘‘our
Christian brethren.”’ Since they are not a part of
God’s organization, probably this is not out of the
way for them to call the hypoerites ‘‘Christian breth-
ren’’. It is no wonder they desire the soft pedal to
be put on when Satan’s organization is mentioned.
*‘Birds of a feather flock together.”’

3 Joshua the high priest and Zechariah and Haggai
the prophets were at work at the temple when these
men who appeared to be very devout came there to
show themselves. Doubtless they wore long, well
greased beards and had a very solemn and sanctimoni-
ous air and spoke with great gravity and sanctimonious
solemnity to the priests at the temple, and, while
speaking, shed a few crocodile tears. ‘‘And to speak
unto the priests which were in the house of the Lord
of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep
in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done
these so many years?’’ (Zech.7:3) When they werein
Babylon they had sat down and wept, and ever since
had been great sticklers for formalities, and they had
continued to indulge in shedding tears, even when
they had been favored by being brought back to their
homeland. They did not appreciate God’s goodness,
but thought they must continue to weep and to appear
to be good men. For sixteen years they had seen the
temple lie in waste and nothing being done, and yet
they continued to shed tears at regular intervals that
others might say: ‘Behold these devout men.” Had
they been really sincere and devoted to God they
would have risen up long before, ceased their weeping,
bravely and fervently faced the enemy, and joyfully
entered into the work of building the temple at God’s
commandment. It is even so, since 1916, with the
class above mentioned, and particularly after 1918.
There are those who were brought out of Babylon, or
Satan’s organization, and given the truth that was
published prior to that date, and because one man,
their earthly leader, was taken away from them, they
said: ‘There is no more truth, and we will sit together

but working with joy, these pious hypocrites evidently
thought to rebuke the builders in some measure by
thus inquiring and at the same time showing themselves
to be very extremely good men. The Lord shows it
was no longer proper to fast and to weep, but that
the ‘fast of the fifth month shall be joy and gladness’.
(Zech. 8: 19) Since the coming of the Lord Jesus to
the temple of Jehovah, and the gathering of the faith-
ful together, it has been a time of joy; but those
‘dreamers’, the ‘‘old-timers’’ who hold to the tradi-
tions of men, continue to fast and weep, and verily
they have their reward, which is their approval amongst
themselves. (Matt. 6: 16) The present-day weeping
ones do not see that the Lord Jesus is at the temple.
In faect, that is one great truth that they vehemently
deny, and they use strong language against Jehovah's
witnesses because they declare that the Lord is at his
holy temple. This shows that the temple does not
exist for them, that they do not see the temple, and
are not of it, and hence are not born of God’s organi-
zation and not taught of him. If they had been gath-
ered unto the Lord and anointed they would see the
great and wonderful truths which the Lord now re-
veals to his faithful ones. They would cease all outward
formalities of fasting and weeping. ‘All of the temple
show forth the glory of the Lord,” and the ‘joy of
the Lord is their strength’.—Ps. 29: 9; Neh. 8: 10,

5 Jehovah then gave his prophet a message to be
delivered to these ‘‘old-time’’ weepers: ‘‘Then came
the word of the Lord of hosts unto me.”’ (Zech. 7: 4)
The giving of the word to Zechariah finds a parallel
in the increased light that comes to the faithful after
1922. Note now with joy some of the wonderful things
the Lord has brought to the temple class since that
date. It has pleased the Lord to use The Watchtower
as a means of conveying his message to his covenant
people; and in the year 1923 the Lord began to bring
the message of joy to his hungry ones and they learned
for the first time the meaning of ‘‘The joy of Jehovah
is your strength’’. (Neh. 8:10, A.R.V.) Then in
February of the same year the Lord revealed to his
people that the cup of wine at the Memorial pictures
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