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that they were “old-timers” who had not kept up to 
date with the Lord’s truth and service. Likewise the 
class they foreshadowed prove to be “old-timers” be- 
longing to and holding to old forms set up by men, 
such as observing dates and months, times and seasons. 
(Gal. 4: 10) They have not entirely broken away 
from Satan’s organization, but still think they should 
be subject to the political powers that rule the land, 
and they refuse to tell the truth about these as being 
a part of Satan’s organization lest they cause someone 
to turn away from what they call “the truth”. These 
come to “pacify the face of Jehovah” (Roth.) ; and 
this suggests a class of persons who indulge chiefly 
in so-called “devotional exercise”, delighting to sing 
hymns and tell of their own virtues and of their devo- 
tion to some hero of faith, but they show no real zeal 
and devotion to the service of the Lord God as he has 
commanded. They even call the hypocritical clergy, 
who form a part of the Devil’s organization, “our 
Christian brethren.” Since they are not a part of 
God’s organization, probably this is not out of the 
way for them to call the hypocrites “Christian breth- 
ren ’ ‘. It is no wonder they desire the soft pedal to 
be put on when Satan’s organization is mentioned. 
“Birds of a feather flock together.” 

s Joshua the high priest and Zechariah and Haggai 
the prophets were at work at the temple when these 
men who appeared to be very devout came there to 
show themselves. Doubtless they wore long, well 
greased beards and had a very solemn and sanctimoni- 
ous air and spoke with great gravity and sanctimonious 
solemnity to the priests at the temple, and, while 
speaking, shed a few crocodile tears. “And to speak 
unto the priests which were in the house of the Lord 
of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep 
in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done 
these so many years 9 ” (Zcch. 7 : 3) When they were in 
Babylon they had sat down and wept, and ever since 
had been great sticklers for formalities, and they had 
continued to indulge in shedding tears, even when 
they had been favored by being brought back to their 
homeland. They did not appreciate God’s goodness, 
but thought they must continue to weep and to appear 
to be good men. For sixteen years they had seen the 
temple lie in waste and nothing being done, and yet 
they continued to shed tears at regular intervals that 
others might say: ‘Behold these devout men.’ Had 
they been really sincere and devoted to God they 
would have risen up long before, ceased their weeping, 
bravely and fervently faced the enemy, and joyfully 
entered into the work of building the temple at God’s 
commandment. It is even so, since 1916, with the 
class above mentioned, and particularly after 1918. 
There are those who were brought out of Babylon, or 
Satan’s organization, and given the truth that was 
published prior to that date, and because one man, 
their earthly leader, was taken away from them, they 
said: ‘There is no more truth, and we will sit together 

and talk about the past and weep over what we have 
lost. ’ The Lord has +cry marvelously foreshadowed 
all these minute things that are now being enacted, 
and this he has done for the very purpose of aiding 
the faithful ones to discern between the hypocrites 
and the zealous servants of Gad in order that the 
faithful might be greatly strengthened and prepared 
to press forward in the battle of the great day. 

4The men appearing at Jerusalem inquired of the 
priests and the prophets, asking if they should weep 
in the fifth and seventh months and separate them- 
selves as they had been doing for many years. The 
seventh day of the fifth month was the day that Baby- 
lon had destroyed Jerusalem and the temple. (2 Ki. 
25: 8’9) They now saw faithful men rebuilding the 
temple; and not seeing these faithful men weeping 
but working with joy, these pious hypocrites evidently 
thought to rebuke the builders in some measure by 
thus inquiring and at the same time showing themselves 
to be very extremely good men. The Lord shows it 
was no longer proper to fast and to weep, but that 
the ‘fast of the fifth month shall be joy and gladness’. 
(Zech. 8: 19) Since the coming of the Lord Jesus to 
the temple of Jehovah, and the gathering of the faith- 
ful together, it has been a time of joy ; but those 
‘dreamers’, the “old-timers” who hold to the tradi- 
tions of men, continue to fast and weep, and verily 
they have their reward, which is their approval amongst 
themselves. (Uatt. 6: 16) The present-day weeping 
ones do not see that the Lord Jesus is at the temple. 
In fact, that is one great truth that they vehemently 
deny, and they use strong language against Jehovah’s 
witnesses because they declare that the Lord is at his 
holy temple. This shows that the temple does not 
exist for them, that they do not see the temple, and 
are not of it, and hence are not born of God’s organi- 
zation and not taught of him. If they had been gath- 
ered unto the Lord and anointed they would see the 
great and wonderful truths which the Lord now re- 
veals to his faithful ones. They would cease all outward 
formalities of fasting and weeping. ‘All of the temple 
show forth the glory of the Lord,’ and the ‘joy of 
the Lord is their strength’.-Ps. 29: 9; Neh. S: 10. 

s Jehovah then gave his prophet a message to be 
delivered to these “old-time” weepers: “Then came 
the word of the Lord of hosts unto me.” (Zech. 7: 4) 
The giving of the word to Zechariah finds a parallel 
in the increased light that comes to the faithful after 
1922. Note now with joy some of the wonderful things 
the Lord has brought to the temple class since that 
date. It has pleased the Lord to use The Watchtower 
as a means of conveying his message to his covenant 
people ; and in the jrear 1923 the Lord began to bring 
the message of joy to his hungry ones and they learned 
for the first time the meaning of “The joy of Jehovah 
is your strength”. (Neh. 8: 10, A.R.V.) Then in 
February of the same year the Lord revealed to his 
people that the CUP of wine at the Memorial pictures 
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good cheer resulting from the coming of the King and 
the kingdom. (The TVatcA tower, 1923, page 56) Then 
came for the first time the correct understanding of 
the parables of the talents and of the pounds, which 
involve the joy of the Lord. (The Watchtower, 1923, 
pages 35,71) Then the parable of the virgins, show- 
ing that the oil pictures joy and that the joy is in 
them because of God’s favors. (The Watcl~tower, 1923, 
page 296) Since then Jehovah has continued to cause 
his lightnings to 0ash upon the temple, and the temple 
class has continued to rejoice and put forth increased 
zeal and energy in his service. 

g Knowing that the Lord Jesus is at the temple, all 
of the temple rejoice, It would be entirely inappro- 
priate for them to weep, and it would therefore be 
displeasing to the Lord. Hence the Lord commanded 
Zechariah to speak to these “old-time weepers” and 
say: “When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and 
seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at 
all fast unto me, even to me?” (Zech. 7: 5) The 
divine message of advice and instruction was and is 
for all of God’s covenant people, that is to say, the 
ones holding responsible positlons as well as all others, 
including the Mordecai-Naomi class, and the Esther 
and Ruth class that came to a knowledge of the truth 
later. This part of the prophecy shows that all of 
these had indulged to some measure in things which 
were no longer proper. They had mourned and wept 
in the past; but now that the Lord is at the temple 
they must no longer fast and weep, because it is a 
time of joy. The very language of the fifth verse of 
the prophecy shows that fasting “in the fifth and 
seventh month” must have been a self-imposed fast 
in commemoration of the destruction of Jerusalem. 
(2 Ki. 25: 25,26) There is no evidence that Jehovah 
by his prophets during the seventy years’ captivity 
enjoined these fasts upon the exiles. They had insti- 
tuted these fasts at the instance of men. Likewise the 
many formalities that have been indulged in by the 
covenant people of God have been and are the insti- 
tutions of men, and concerning such the words of the 
apostIe are here very fitting: “If you died with Christ 
from the elements of the world, why, as living in the 
world, do you subject yourselves to ordinances : (“Eat 
not, ’ ‘taste not, ’ ‘handle not ‘; all which things are 
consumed in the using;) according to the command- 
ments and teachings of men ‘! which ordinances, having 
a wordy show of wisdom in self-devised worship and 
humility, by a non-indulgence of the body, not in any 
honor, are only for a gratification of the flesh.“- 
Col. 2: 20-23, Diag. 

’ These modern dreamers and fasters were following 
the instruction of men, such as “character develop- 
ment ’ ‘, which is pleasing to their own flesh and to 
other persons; and they think to do so to make them- 
selves fit subjects for heaven, and that they may ap- 
pear in the sight of others as approved ones. They 
abstain from things that are not forbidden by Jeho- 

vah, while at the same time they indulge in things 
that are forbidden by him. Their fasts, therefore, are 
not set by Jehovah. The unnatural life of self-affliction 
is not pleasing to God, but it pleases God for one to 
be active and positive in bearing the ‘fruits of his 
kingdom’ as he has commanded and to do so with zeal 
and joy. One who indulges in a “form of godliness”, 
and has his heart affections on himself or on some 
other creature, could not be pleasing to God. Outward 
show of righteousness is mockery, and to such the 
Lord is not blind. 

8 Jehovah’s prophet then tells these self-constituted, 
sanctimonious dreaming idolaters that when they did 
eat and drink in their time of prosperity they did it, 
not to use their strength in the service of the Lord, 
but for their own selfish benefit: “And when ye used 
to eat, and when ye used to drink, was it not of your 
own accord ye did eat, and of your own accord ye 
did drink? Should ye not [have been doing] the 
things which Jehovah had proclaimed by the hand of 
the former prophets, while yet Jerusalem was inhab- 
ited and in peace, with her cities round about her, and 
the South and the Lowland were inhabited?“-Zech. 
7: 6, 7, Roth. 

s Prior to 1916 those in a covenant with Jehovah 
were in a prosperous condition for that time. The 
great adversity and captivity to Satan’s organization 
came in 1917 and 1918. Thereafter the dreamers, who 
are opposers, wept and howled, and still weep and 
howI, because ‘the last will and testament of a dead 
man was not strictly followed’, assuming that any man 
could put a restriction upon God’s work. Jehovah by 
his prophet says to them that instead of being sticklers 
for adhering to the words and opinions of a deceased 
man they should study the prophecies, which were 
aforetime written for the comfort and aid and instruc- 
tion of God’s people, and that they should feed upon 
these words of the Lord and be diligent to obey his 
commandments. The Lord caused the prophet Isaiah 
to write concerning the same class. (Isa. 55: $5) The 
Watchtower called attention to this prophecy and 
urged upon the lukewarm and the weeping ones to 
awaken and become obedient to the commandments 
of the Lord. But they continue to go on in their own 
way and give no heed to the Word of God.-The 
Watchtower, 1929, pages 131, 117. 

loNow the time has come to preach the truth and 
the remnant must give the strictest heed to all the 
commandments of the Lord. (Acts 3: 22,23) If they 
will avert the great calamity of going into captivity 
to Satan’s organization and therefore falling at Srma- 
geddon, they must follow closely the Word of God as 
set forth by his prophets and which Word was written 
for the special aid and comfort of the temple class. 
It behooves every one of the temple class to nom walk 
circumspectly and render full obedience unto the Lord. 

l1 God’s covenant people are commissioned to de- 
clare the judgments previously written and to render 
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